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	America has historically provided diverse opportunities, and most immigrants from regions such as Asia moved to the continent in hopes of having a better life. Majority of the immigrants did not achieve this goal due to strict exclusion acts and harsh labor with low wages. As a result, this population felt excluded as they could not access human rights offered to the mainstream population in countries such as the US. Nevertheless, “WWII shaped a positive aspect of Asian American history as it marked change in their democracy, patriotism, and citizenship”. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Judy Yung, Chapter 9 “War, Race, and the Meaning of Citizenship 1941-1988,” ASA 1 Coursepack Reader, Fall Quarter 2020), pp.187. 
] 

	WWI was a significant aspect of Asian American history as it marked the group’s role in US society. During the war, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, and the US had form allies with China to fight their common enemy. As such, most Chinese in China and in the US hoped that the alliance would improve the living standards of Chinese living in the US (Yung, 187). The US had to respond by revoking all Asiatic Exclusion Acts to prove their commitment to the alliance. As a result, this approach influenced the citizenship of Asian Americans in the country. 
	Chinese democracy and patriotism were also marked in WWII as they participated in the army to fight alongside the US. This aspect enabled Chinese Americans to prove their loyalty, hard work, and faithfulness in the UN’s cause. Besides, approximately seven million Chinese lost their lives during the five years of war to achieve democracy. As a result, their patriotism to the US was appreciated and marked the beginning of assimilation in the country as they began to exercise diverse rights regarding health and recreation. This approach also marks progress in attaining equality in the US.
	The implementation of the new immigration act of 1965 also affected the migration and citizenship of Asian Americans in the US. Before this law, Asians in the US territory faced hostility, and exclusion laws were made to restrict their movement in the region. Besides, some of those who managed to enter the country experienced hostility in the form of denial of citizenship, restriction of land ownership, and even physical abuse. As such, the immigration act of 1956 marked a turning point that enabled Asians to migrate to the US and legally apply for citizenship. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Paul Ong, Edna Bonacich, and Lucie Cheng, “Capitalist Restructuring and the New Asian Immigration,” (ASA 1 Coursepack Reader, Fall Quarter 2020), pp.247-250. 
] 

	The immigration act implemented in 1965 also promoted diversity and growth of the population of Asian Americans in the US. The law allowed individuals from different nationalities in Asia to move into the country and become citizens. Besides, women also contribute to a large proportion of immigrants compared to past years, in which single men were the majority of immigrants who moved to access opportunities and improve the livelihoods of their families in their home countries. This approach also enhanced the interaction of Asian Americans with other ethnicities leading to intermarriages, thus promoting diversity in the country. 
	After WWII, industrial growth and urban development of Asian countries also shaped the immigration of Asians in the US as more middle-class individuals joined the country. Before the war, immigrants from Asia were mainly non-skilled individuals from rural villages who came to provide cheap labor in mines, railroads, and service industries. However, the end of WWII led to economic growth in most East Asian countries, including South Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore, and Taiwan. These countries aimed to promote technological innovation and encouraged higher education, which was also attained by sending students to developed countries such as the US to gain key skills. Besides, high competition and overpopulation in these regions also encouraged more professionals to seek better pay from the US, thus benefiting the country by decreasing the shortage of labor. It is no doubt that this mutual relation enhanced the continued assimilation of Asian Americans in the US. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Paul Ong, Edna Bonacich, and Lucie Cheng, “Capitalist Restructuring and the New Asian Immigration,” (ASA 1 Coursepack Reader, Fall Quarter 2020), pp.247-250. 
] 

	WWII also further affected the diversity of immigrants as more skilled people from East Asia became part of US citizens. Other than middle-class individuals who came as professionals, managers, and entrepreneurs, the US also hosted refugees affected by the war. Besides, this approach also contributed to shaping the political environment in the US. For example, refugees from China, Hongkong, and Taiwan affected by the communist takeover pushed the US to the right, while some criticized the anti-communism. These differences resulted in diversification of the US political structure, especially after the refugees became citizens. To date, the US encompasses diverse political ideologies that were shaped by events such as Asian immigration after WWII. 
	WWII also shaped the citizen diversity of Asian Americans in the US as the population also encompassed other ethnicities from Cambodia, Lao, and Vietnam. This approach resulted to approximately one million refugees arriving in the US. [footnoteRef:5]Before the war, individuals from these countries did not make up a significant proportion of Asian Americans in the US. Nevertheless, their entry into the US also marks a unique history of immigration that is not characterized by inequality and exclusion reforms as compared to the immigration of Asian Americans from countries such as China and Japan. For instance, the entry of Vietnamese, Laotian, and Cambodian immigrants reveals a turning point in the US government’s legal-political status since it enhanced public assistance programs to specific groups from other countries. Besides, unlike other immigrants like the Japanese, the immigrants from the three countries were not confined in ethnic-based campsites but distributed across the country. This example explains a shift in approach regarding immigration as these immigrants easily accessed rights to health, education, social security, and shelter. [footnoteRef:6] [5:  Ruben G. Rumbaut, “Vietnamese, Laotian, and Cambodian Americans,” (ASA 1 Coursepack Reader, Fall Quarter 2020), pp. 255-256. 
]  [6:  John M. Liu and Lucie Cheng, “Pacific Rim Development and the Duality of Post-1965 Asian Immigration to the United States,” (ASA 1 Coursepack Reader, Fall Quarter 2020), pp. 231-243. 
] 

	In summary, WWII and the abolishment of immigration exclusion acts played a crucial role in the history of Asian Americans as it influenced their democracy, patriotism, and citizenship in the US. This period marked the implementation of the immigration act of 1965, which enabled Asian immigrants to move to the US and become US citizens legally. Besides, WWII also enabled Asian immigrants to reveal their patriotism by joining the army to enable the US to win the war. Besides, immigrants from countries such as Cambodia also become citizens after coming to the country as refugees. These events are a significant part of Asian American history, as it resulted in their democracy and citizenship. 
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